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Introduction to this Catholic Nurses Book of Prayers

It is with great pleasure that | have this opportunity to
introduce this little book of Catholic Nurses Prayers. This
project was the inspiration of Christine Bentley MBE, who
was at the time of developing this project, the President of
the Catholic Nurses Guild of England and Wales.

it is hoped that the prayers here will inspire nurses to
consider the huge responsibility that nurses have to their
patients. There are also words of encouragement and love in
these prayers, which enhance the blessings we carry in
having such a nursing vocation.

These prayers are lovingly constructed to enable nurses
(health carers and doctors) to carry out our duties when
caring for the sick and marginalised patient. We thank
Christine and all the writers of these prayers for this support
to our faith.

Jacqueline Hall

President

Association of Catholic Nurses
England and Wales

(2006)
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Catholic Nurses Prayer

O Lord our God, gracious, patient and of much compassion,
mercifully regard our humble work. Strengthen us in our holy
vocation, and make us ever faithful to our calling. We humbly
pray that by the grace of Your Holy Spirit, we may so serve
you in Your sick in this world that we may see You forever in
Heaven. Amen.

Our Lady, Health of the sick, pray for us
Catholic Nurses Guild

A Prayer for Nurses

Dear lord, help me today to do my best,
and to make my best good enough.
Help me to keep a clear head
and to cope with whatever needs doing.
Anne Latus

A Nurses Prayer

O my God, teach me to receive the sick in Thy name.
Give to my efforts success for the glory of Thy Holy name.
It is Thy work, without Thee | cannot succeed.
Grant that the sick Thou hast placed in my care
May be abundantly blessed, and not
One of them lost because of any neglect on my part.
Help me to overcome every temporal weakness,
And strengthen in me whatever may
Enable me to bring joy to the lives of those | serve.
Give me grace, for the sake of Thy sick ones and of those
lives that will be influenced by them.
Amen.
Anon.
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Hands of Love

Lucky the man, lucky the woman who,
Till the very end,

Can feel hands doing good,

The hand that washes with attention
The hand that dresses with care

The hand that combs with love

The hand that touches with respect,
The hand that comforts from the heart,
No-one can live without that hand,
That |s tender, that guards,

That protects and radiates consolation.
Till the end

One longs for that hand

Till there is that "Other Hand"

That cures all wounds,

That heals all pain,

That wipes all tears,

That gives hands and feet

To that love no-one can be without,

Paris: Sept 2002
Translation of a Dutch text by Anne Balis

I need to know

| need to know that God is real
| need to know that Christ can feel
| need to know that He can see and touch and heal the
world, including me.
Anon.



Prayer of St Augustine.

Watch Thou dear Lord
With those who wake
Or watch, or weep tonight,
And give Thine angels
Charge over those who sleep,
Tend Thy sick ones, O Lord Christ
Rest Thy weary ones
Bless Thy dying ones
And all for Thy loves sake.
Amen.
Celine Bones

An Old Celtic Blessing.

May the most you wish for be the least you get.
May the best times you've ever had be the worst you will
ever see.

Anon

For Doctors and Nurses.

The sick, the weak, the elderly, are in their care day and
night

Your healing ministry they share.

With love and skill they ease life's throbbing pain.

Coax weakened limbs to stand and walk again.

The newborn infants cry with thanks.

They heal by word and work with kindly look.

They tell the broken heart to mend and tears to dry.
Lord Your healing power to give to all they do.

Show them that what is done to others is done to You.

Prayer Book for the Golden Years
Petee Byrne (From Celine Bones).

5



A Philippine Nurses' Prayer

As | care

For my patients today
Be there with me

O Lord | pray

Make my words kind

It means so much

And in my hands

Place Your healing touch.
Let Your love shine
Through all that | do
So those in need

May hear and feel You.

Nurses from the Philippines
working in Tonbridge Wells.

Prayer for Vocations

O Lord Jesus Christ, who didst take to Thyself a body and
soul like ours, to teach us :

The glory of self-sacrifice and service, mercifully deign to
instil in other hearts the desire to dedicate their lives to Thee.
Priests to stand before Thy alter, to speak the words of Thy
gospel.

Brothers and Sisters to bear the sacred office of teaching the
young, of nursing the sick, the aged and infirmed, the needy
and distressed.

Give wisdom, strength, courage and skill to those who serve
You now. Fill their hearts with zeal and love of Thee.

With divine insistence, call others to their aid and Thy Name
may be known and loved forever. Amen.

Bernard Cardinal Griffin
Archbishop of Westminster



Send Your Angel to Ma

O holy angel, at my side,
Go to church for me,
Kneel in my place at Holy Mass
Where | desire to be.
At Offertory, in my stead,
Take all | am and own,
And place it as a sacrifice
Upaon the Alter Throne.
At Holy Consecrations bell,
Adore with Seraph's love,
My Jesus hidden in the Host,
Come down from Heaven above.
And when the Priest, communion takes,
Oh, bring my Lord to me,
That His sweet heart may rest on mine,
And | His temple be.
Anon.

We Give Our Loved Ones Back To God

We give our loved ones back to God.
And just as He first gave them to us
And did not lose them in the giving,
So we have not lost them

In returning them to Him....

For life is eternal,

Love is immortal,

Death is only a horizon...

And a horizon is nothing

But the limit

Of our earthly sight.

Anon.



A Prayer for You

| said a prayer for you today
And know that God must have heard
| felt an answer in my heart
Although He spoke no word!
| did not ask for wealth or fame
(I knew you wouldn't mind)
| asked Him to send treasures
Of a far more lasting kind.
| asked that He be near you
At the start of each new day
To grant you health and blessings
And friends to share your way
| asked for happiness for you
In all things great and small
But it was for His loving care
| prayed for most of all,
Anon.

For Confidence in the Storm

Lord, we are very much aware our lives are fragile, that
dangers are all around us, that storms of various kinds
threaten us. We are concerned about health, we fear crime
and violence, we know that accidents can happen in a
twinkle of an eye, we worry about finances, we are anxious
about members of our family. So we pray for protection, for
confidence and for wisdom. So often we look only on the
waves, the wind the dangers, the troubles, the difficulties
and we see little hope. At other times we place too much
confidence in our own abilities, and we act foolishly and
recklessly. So we ask that You will help us to keep our eyes
on You. Give us a keen sense of our limitations. May our
faith in You be strong and unswerving, standing firm on the
face of hardship and remaining humble in times of success.
Amen. Anon.



Prayer for Doctors

Thank you O Lord for my doctors, Give them insight that
they may understand and diagnose. Steady their hand by
Your strong hand. Look over their shoulder O Lord, and
endow them with power to heal in Your name. Through
Jesus Christ Our Lord. Amen.

Terence Cardinal Cooke

For Pecple with Limitations.

Lord God, giver and sustainer of life, we pray today for those
who all their lives must deal with limitations and disabilities.

We pray for those who are unable to see or hear, who are
limited in their ability to receive information from the outside
world. We pray for those who have difficulty in controlling
their limbs, or speech, for whom co-ordination is a constant
problem; for those who must rely on wheelchairs or other
machines in order to manoeuvre- And we pray for those
whose ability to think clearly is impaired and who must rely
on others for care and protection.

We do not understand the reason for these limitations, but
we do acknowledge Your grace in the midst of them: and we
admire the resilience of those who must daily cope with the
simple things that most of us take for granted.

Anon.

"We entrust our loved ones to you at a time when they need
your care and compassion”
Anon.






